What Is Soft Money?
Soft money is ephemeral funding, usually for a specific sponsor with specific set of deliverables. Researchers working in soft money thus rely on grants and contracts to pay their salaries. While SMR institutes vary in their structures and business models, all rely on sponsors to survive. Sponsors can come from a lot of different places, including federal, state, and local governments; NGOs and foundations; and private industry. The diversity of funding sources and various mechanisms to get such funding can become nerve-wracking since so much is riding on a successful proposal. Many find the process extremely stressful and uncertain while others excel when given license to explore meantime, good researchers working with goo and should, have the latitude to extend researc contract requirements. Ultimately, sponsors nee to their questions, often through reports that di dress their specific issues in a way that is reada sponsor (i.e., respect the educational backgroun sponsor). They often don't want to read peer-re research-they want something tailored to thei ever, if you can persuade sponsors to structure as manuscripts, re-submitting the research to p journals is much more efficient. Remem currency for promotion and success a programs, similar to tenure-track fac two peer-review publications per ye 
